
 
FOR CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSIONS AND FAMILY BIBLE STUDY TIMES 

 

   HOME – (a family that wants you to grow): 
  
This Sunday, 8 Aug 2021, Church Services available: 

● Paarl South 1st Service  08:30 (with Kids Church) 
● Paarl East     09:30 (with Kids Church) Time change! 
● Paarl North 2nd Service  10:00 (with Kids Church) 

 
Upcoming Events: 

o Baptism Sunday: 8 Aug after 10:00 service 
o Helplift Blanket Outreach: 8 Aug @ 14:00, leave together from the Church Office 
o Youth: No Youth tonight 

 
 

  UP – (let’s worship God first): 

 
Pray - Open in a prayer of gratitude. What are you thankful for? (Thankfulness towards God, 
cultivates a lifestyle of worship.) 
 
 

   BACK – (let’s reflect on last week): 
 
Testimonies - Any testimonies for what you are thankful for? How did last week’s lesson 
impact your life? Have you applied it in your life or shared it with someone else last week? 
(Testimonies build our faith and accountability cultivates a lifestyle of obedience.) 
 
 

   IN – (together discover new truths):  
 
Discover – What new truths can we learn from the following verses? (Word based 
convictions, cultivates a lifestyle of truth and faith.) 
 
 
 
Ask someone in the group to read Matthew 25:35-40. Maybe ask someone else to read it 
again in a different translation before you proceed. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

1. God’s heart towards the vulnerable 
 
From the passage in Matthew 25: 25-30 we can see what the heart of the Father is with regard 
to those who cannot take care of themselves, the vulnerable, the elderly, the underprivileged, 
the homeless, sinners, outcasts, widows. 
 

• Discuss in your group if this passage convicts you of anything? 
 

 

2. Our (the church’s) attitude towards caring for those in need 
 
Read Matthew 6:1-4 

• How does God want us to give to those in need? 
• Why do you think God asks us to give in this way? 

 

3. The practical mandate of serving the need in our community 
 
Read James 1:14-17 
 
In this passage (James 1: 14-17) and in the whole book of James we can distinguish that James 
is a firm believer that you are not only justified by faith, but that you are also justified by 
works (James 2:24). He believed that faith should be mixed with works (James 1:17). Many 
Christians lack in their works, living only under the realization that they are saved by grace 
through faith and now they do not have to do anything. James challenges the believers in a 
very hard and radical statements in his book. 
 

• In James 1: 14-17, James challenges the big-mouthed Christians who say good things 
but do not do what they say. Would you classify yourselves as those people? 

• What will you classify as good works? 

• Discuss in the group what stirs in your heart to help those in need in the community? 
 

 

 

  OUT – (let’s apply what we have just learned): 

 

Application – Reflecting on today’s scripture discoveries, what convicts you?  

What do you feel the Holy Spirit is asking you to do?  

 

The New Testament is just filled with this idea that we are the adopted sons (children) of 

God. For further study you can have a look at Romans 8, Galatians 4, and John 14:18. 

 

It adds such a security to our faith knowing that we are not merely the servants of a great God 

but His very own children that became His family based on His will and desire to act and 

choose us as His own and for His pleasure. 

 



In this sermon series we are looking at the idea in James 1:27 that we are called to take care 

of the Orphan and the Widow. But the fact is we can only love and care because we have 

been loved and cared for. We have a heart for adoption, because we realise that we have been 

adopted into God's family ourselves.  

 

Have a blessed week!  


