
FOR CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSIONS AND FAMILY BIBLE STUDY TIMES

HOME – (a family that wants you to grow):

This Sunday, 2 May 2021, Church Services available:
● Paarl South 09:00 (with Kids Church)
● Paarl East 09:00 (with Kids Church)
● Paarl North 09:00 (with Kids Church)

Upcoming Events:
● HelpLift Blanket of Hope Drive - Bring a blanket to church or donate R100 for one.
● Encounter Nights – 10-11 May at the Church Office at 19:00. Come experience a

deeper presence of God with prophetic ministry, worship time and prayer.
●Ascension Service - Thursday 13 May @19:00 at the South Venue - 9 Louws Street.

UP – (let’s worship God first):

Pray - Open up in a prayer of gratitude. What are you thankful for?
(Thankfulness towards God, cultivates a lifestyle of worship.)

BACK – (let’s reflect on last week):

Testimonies - Any testimonies for what you are thankful for? How did last week’s lesson
impact your life? Have you applied it in your life or shared it with someone else last week?
(Testimonies build our faith and accountability cultivates a lifestyle of obedience.)

IN – (together discover new truths):

Discover – What new truths can we learn from the following verses?
(Word based convictions, cultivates a lifestyle of truth and faith.)

1 John 4:1
Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from
God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.

● Do we still have false prophets of false teachers today?
(Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, Prosperity Gospel)

● Why will John tell us to test the spirit of people to see if they are from God?
We need to check the life, ministry and doctrine of preachers.

1 John 4:2



This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh is from God.

● How do we check the spirit of a teacher?

● What is the gospel of Jesus Christ?
(Jesus is God, He came from heaven to earth, He lived a perfect life without sin, He
died on the cross, and after three days rose again, He is now in heaven preparing a
place for us and offering us the free gift of eternal life.

● What is my response to the gospel of Jesus Christ?
Repent, be baptized and be filled with the Spirit (Acts 2:38)

1 John 4:4
You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is
greater than the one who is in the world.

● Can I be certain that I have the right spirit in me?

● What does the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross mean to me?

● How does this affect my identity as son and daughter in the Kingdom?

1 John 4:6
We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does
not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.

● The apostles had a witness of who Jesus was.
Why is it important that we keep to that witness and not change it (the gospel) as
culture and the times predict?

● Do I understand the difference between the spirit of truth and the spirit of
falsehood?
(The one will be from God and the other from the world.)

Our text falls into three parts:

1. The reason for discernment: Discernment is essential because Satan and his forces

are at work in the world (4:1).

2. The basis for discernment: Discernment is based on the confession concerning Jesus

Christ (4:2-3).

3. The evidence of discernment: Discernment is evidenced in the response to the

apostolic witness (4:4-6).

Maybe use the MAG-method:
● ME - (Own words) What does the Scripture say to me?
● APPLY - How will you apply the Doing/Action Words, Commands, or Examples to your life?
● GOD - What do I learn about God’s character and promises? How can I apply and follow His

example?



OUT – (let’s apply what we have just learned):

Application – Reflecting on today’s scripture discoveries:
● What convicts you?
● What do you feel the Holy Spirit is asking you to do?

Take some time to reflect on these Scriptures and ask the Holy Spirit to show you how can
you as a Christian ensure that you live according to the word of God within our Spiritual
Community.


