
 
FOR CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSIONS AND FAMILY BIBLE STUDY. 

 HOME – (a family that wants you to grow):  

•  Khula Back2School Project: Donate R200, or any other amount, towards stationery for 
less fortunate children. Contact Jacques Heyns for more information: 061 404 0029 

 UP – (let’s worship God first):  

Pray - Open up in a prayer of gratitude. What are you thankful for? (Thankfulness towards  
God, cultivates a lifestyle of worship.)  

 BACK – (let’s reflect on last week):  

Testimonies - Any testimonies for what you are thankful for? How did last week’s lesson  
impact your life? Have you applied it in your life or shared it with someone else last week?  
(Testimonies build our faith and accountability cultivates a lifestyle of obedience.)  

 IN – (together discover new truths):  

Discerning By Fruit in a world filled with many counterfeits.  

Discover – What new truths can we learn from the following verses? (Word based  

convictions, cultivates a lifestyle of truth and faith.)  

Banking and federal agents don’t learn to spot counterfeit money by studying the 
counterfeits. They study genuine bills until they master the look of the real thing. Then when 
they see the counterfeit money they recognize it. Same applies to truth and our walk with 

God, we need not understand or study every heresy, error and lie out there, but we need to 
study and fill ourselves with the TRUTH in order to recognise the counterfeit. 

Ask someone in the group to read Exodus 7:10-13. Maybe ask someone else to read it 
again in  a different translation before you proceed. 

10 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the Lord commanded. Aaron threw 
his staff down in front of Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a snake.11Pharaoh then 
summoned wise men and sorcerers, and the Egyptian magicians also did the same things 

by their secret arts: 12 Each one threw down his staff and it became a snake. But Aaron’s 
staff swallowed up their staffs. 13 Yet Pharaoh’s heart became hard and he would not 

listen to them, just as the Lord had said. 



So what are the steps to discern the counterfeit from the original: 

• Discerning by the Scripture – what is God’s word saying 

• Discerning by the Spirit – Ask Holy Spirit to reveal the truth 

• Discerning by the Community - Ask fellow community of believers 

• Discerning by the Fruit - their fruit show what they believe 

James 2:18-22 says: 

But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds. “Show me your faith without deeds, and I 
will show you my faith by my deeds. 19You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons 
believe that—and shudder. 20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without 
deeds is useless? 21Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he 
offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22You see that his faith and his actions were working together, 
and his faith was made complete by what he did. 

What you believe and your theology should be the same and it will be evident in your deeds. To 
see if there is good theology you look at the fruit.  

• Can people see your fruit displayed in what you believe? 

• Is Holy Spirit showing you things you need to adjust due to the fruit in your life? 

Paul says this is a clear sign that their teaching is distorted 
 
When genuine Christian teaching is done, the fruit in someone’s life is; 
 

1.  It’s faithful to Jesus 1 Tim 1:15-16 
- 15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so 
that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an 
example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. 

 
Paul is saying here Jesus Christ showed himself faithful to us by giving up His place in heaven to 
come down to earth to die a brutal death on a cross so that I can have eternal life. In the same 
way I need to be faithful to Jesus.  
Paul is also saying that Jesus had so much patience with him while he was a sinner.  

• How much patience do we have with sinners? 

• Where should I be more faithful in praying for unbeliever/s? 
 
2. It results in love for Jesus 

Jeremiah 31:3 
…I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to 
you. 

The word everlasting in Hebrew is ‛ôlâm which means everlasting, indefinite or unending future, 
eternity. The Lord is saying here His love is unending, He will never stop loving you, never, ever!! In 
the same way produce good theology in a person an everlasting love for Jesus even though you 
don’t have food on the table.  
 

http://biblehub.com/james/2-19.htm
http://biblehub.com/james/2-21.htm
http://biblehub.com/james/2-22.htm


• Does my love for Jesus cover every aspect of my life? Will I still choose Him even if things 
happen in my life that I didn’t expect? 

• Losing a love one or losing my job…will that lead to me not trusting Jesus? 
 
 

3. It produces genuine faith 
Hebrews 11:1,6 
1Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not 
see. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to 
him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

 
Whenever I don’t see God’s hand in the lives of my children or in our circumstances I have faith and 
confidence in God’s heart for me because I believe the original script that says I will never leave you 
nor forsake you, I have loved you with an everlasting love and I will continue my faithfulness to you. 
 

Romans 10:17 says 
“So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” 

 

• Do you believe that God’s word establish faith in your life? 

• Do you spend planned time in God’s word reading and studying it? 

• How will you establish this discipline in your life? 

 OUT – (let’s apply what we have just learned):  

Application – Reflecting on today’s scripture discoveries, what convicts you? What have you  

discovered about God?   

Take some time in your group and make a commitment to one small step you will take this 
week to grow in your relationship with the Holy Spirit. 

Looking at Colossians 2 and the practical instruction of Paul to walk in Jesus just as you 
have received Him, to be rooted and built up in Him and being established in faith and 
thanksgiving. What impact will these truths have on your life this week? How will you 

apply what we have seen here? 

With whom can you share these discoveries in the coming week?  


