
 
FOR CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSIONS AND FAMILY BIBLE STUDY. 

 HOME – (a family that wants you to grow):  

•  15-17 October - Victory Training (R150 p/p) – This weekend will help you on your  journey 
in being set free from spiritual ties and mindsets that could possibly influence  your walk 
with God.   

•  ChurchSuite: Please have a look on your ChurchSuite APP for all services and 
upcoming events, and please remember to register.  

•  We want to encourage everyone to join or start a weekly prayer meeting in your  
connect groups. There is power in prayer.  

 UP – (let’s worship God first):  

Pray - Open up in a prayer of gratitude. What are you thankful for? (Thankfulness towards  
God, cultivates a lifestyle of worship.)  

 BACK – (let’s reflect on last week):  

Testimonies - Any testimonies for what you are thankful for? How did last week’s lesson  
impact your life? Have you applied it in your life or shared it with someone else last week?  
(Testimonies builds our faith and accountability cultivates a lifestyle of obedience.)  

 IN – (together discover new truths):  

Upside Down. Means being SALT and LIGHT.  

Discover – What new truths can we learn from the following verses? (Word based  
convictions, cultivates a lifestyle of truth and faith.)  

Ask someone in the group to read Matthew 5:13-16. Maybe ask someone else to read it 

again in  a different translation before you proceed.  

1. Being Salt means Being Different.  

Luke 14:34-35  “Salt is good,  but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 
restored? It is of no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who 
has ears to hear, let him hear.”  

●  What is the main point Jesus is making in these scriptures? 

●  Jesus is so clear, if salt loses its flavour, it becomes useless, how can we be full flavour 
Christians in our daily lives? 



●  Share a testimony with the group from the last couple  of weeks, where you have 
seen someone be Salt and Light for the Kingdom or, where you have been Salt and 
Light?   

2. Obedience is worth more than Sacrifice and Offering.  

Matthew 7:21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  

●  There is a story in the Old Testament where God gives Saul instruction to destroy a certain 
nation (1 Sam. 15:18-22), the story ends with the well known truth that God desires 
obedience to his voice above sacrifice. Take a moment to read and reflect on this story, 
what can we learn from the mistake that Saul has made?   

● But, even in the New Testament Jesus and the Father is equally concerned with our 
obedience to His Will and His Word. Take a look at Matthew 7:21 and maybe read a 
couple of verses above and below that one and discuss the point that Jesus is making in 

this Teaching. 

 

John 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. 

 

● This is such a direct scripture that it is almost frightening. In your understanding of Grace 

and the Gospel how do you believe we should interpret this? 

3. Saved FOR Good Works, not BY Good Works.  

Matthew 7:17-18  So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad 
fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 

 

•  Reading the above words of Jesus do they enforce what you believe about Grace and the 
Kingdom of God or do they challenge your views?   

•  Is it clear that a good tree can not produce bad fruit, but is it ever possible for a good tree 
to bear no fruit??  

 

Ephesians 2:8-10 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that 
we should walk in them. 

 

● Paul brings a beautiful explanation of this upside down kingdom, where we are called to 
live. A kingdom where  we are saved by grace… Where we work and labour not because we 
have to but because we want to. It really starts with salvation which does not rest on works 
at all, but once we are saved the works and the deeds that brings honour to our Father will 
flow from love and gratitude. 

● Give us your wisdom on the application of the grace of God and the expectation of God 
towards obedience? Are these opposites or two sides of the same coin?  



 OUT – (let’s apply what we have just learned):  

Application – Reflecting on today’s scripture discoveries, what convicts you? What have you  

discovered about God?   

Take some time and commit to allow these truths to transform you. End of praying for one  
another for boldness to testify.   

With whom can you share these discoveries in the coming week?  


