
 
FOR CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSIONS AND FAMILY BIBLE STUDY. 

 

   HOME – (a family that wants you to grow): 
  
Please pray with us for our MediClinic prayer ministry and their staff, and please join us if 
you feel led to.  
 
 

  UP – (let’s worship God first): 

 
Pray - Open up in a prayer of gratitude. What are you thankful for? (Thankfulness towards 
God, cultivates a lifestyle of worship.) 
 
 

   BACK – (let’s reflect on last week): 
 
Testimonies - Any testimonies for what you are thankful for? How did last week’s lesson 
impact your life? Have you applied it in your life or shared it with someone else last week? 
(Testimonies builds our faith and accountability cultivates a lifestyle of obedience.) 
 
 

   IN – (together discover new truths):  
 
Discover – What new truths can we learn from the following verses? (Word based 
convictions, cultivates a lifestyle of truth and faith.) 
 
Ask someone in the group to read Revelation 1:4-6. Maybe ask someone else to read it 
again in a different translation before you proceed. 
 

1. The Messages of Jesus to ALL the churches. 
 

Rev. 1:4-6 
 
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him  

who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his 
throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler 
of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6 and 
made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and 
ever. Amen.  
 

● Before we can appreciate the specific message to any individual church we need to 

hear and understand the message of Jesus to all of the churches. 
● From this passage how would you describe the crux of the message Jesus has for all 

seven churches? 



● This passage really forms the foundation, or the introduction, to all of the letters to 
all of the churches. What concepts and beliefs do you recognise in this passage, that 
are crucial to interpreting the rest of the messages to the churches?  

 
 

2. We can only do, because Jesus has done. 
 
Rom 12:1-2 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, 1 by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 
John 13:34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have 
loved you, you also are to love one another. 
 

● Every command or encouragement in scripture is given in light of what Jesus has 
done on the cross and His grace. 

● What is expected of us in these passages of scripture? 
● What has Jesus already done for us according to these two passages of scripture? 

 
 

3.  Reputation vs. Character. 
 
Rev. 3:1-3 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words of him who has the 
seven spirits of God and the seven stars. “‘I know your works. You have the reputation of 
being alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, 
for I have not found your works complete in the sight of my God. 3 Remember, then, what 
you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, 
and you will not know at what hour I will come against you.  
  

● Jesus talks about the reputation of the Church in Sardis, and that it actually differs 
from reality. How is reputation formed?   

● Jesus instructs the church in Sardis to do 5 things very specifically, identify these and 
discuss what they mean to us? 

● In every single letter to the churches Jesus encourages them to endure, to hold fast 
and to finish strong. Where and how we complete any race is so much more 
important than how we start. We can gain a great reputation in life with a great 
start, but if we lack endurance, perseverance and character we could in actual fact 
live a life now, that differs greatly from the reputation we used to have. Consider 
your course and discuss any changes you might need to make to finish strong and on 
course?  

 
  

4. Hold Fast. Remain Faithful. 
 
Rev. 3:8 & 11 “‘I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one 
is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and 
have not denied my name.  
 
11 I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your crown. 
 



● Once again we see the encouragement of Jesus to “hold fast” and to”endure”. What 
does “endure” look like to Jesus according to verse 8? 

● What does it mean practically, to keep the Words of Jesus? 
● How should we live our lives in order not to deny the name of Jesus? 

 
 

  OUT – (let’s apply what we have just learned): 
 
Application – Reflecting on today’s scripture discoveries, what convicts you? What have you 
discovered about the difference between your reputation (what people think you are) VS. 
your Character (what you really are)? 
 
Take some time and commit to allow these truths to transform you. How will you apply 
what you have learned?   
 
Pray for one another for areas of specific need and ask the Father to provide the solution as 
only He can. Pray for courage to apply and be obedient to the Word of God. 


