
 
 

FOR CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSIONS AND FAMILY BIBLE STUDY TIMES 
 
 

  UP – (let’s worship God first): 
 
Pray - Open up in a prayer of gratitude. What are you thankful for? (Thankfulness towards 
God, cultivates a lifestyle of worship.) 
 
 

   BACK – (let’s reflect on last week): 
 
Testimonies - Any testimonies for what you are thankful for? How did last week’s lesson 
impact your life? Have you applied it in your life or shared it with someone else last week? 
(Testimonies builds our faith and accountability cultivates a lifestyle of obedience.) 
 
 

   IN – (together discover new truths):  
 
Discover – What new truths can we learn from the following verses? (Word based 
convictions, cultivates a lifestyle of truth and faith.) 
 
Why and what is discipleship? 
 
While some definitions of discipleship have complicated the idea in the minds of many 
believers, Jesus never intended for discipleship to be complicated. Difficult, yes. 
Complicated, no. 
 
Discipleship is focused on intentional relationship building: 
 

1. Discipleship is first of all a call to follow Jesus.  
 
Ask someone in the group to read Mark 8:34-38. Maybe ask someone else to read it again. 
 
Mark 8:34-38. 34 "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross 
and follow me. 35 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 
my sake and the gospel's will save it. 36 For what does it profit a man to gain the whole 
world and forfeit his soul? 37 For what can a man give in return for his soul? 38 For whoever 
is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the 
Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels." 
 
What does it mean to deny oneself in order to take up your cross?  
What do you relate to in this verse or what convicts you?  
 



2. Secondly it is a call to fish for unbelievers.  
 

Discipleship is so simple that two thousand years ago, a carpenter explained it to 
uneducated fishermen in one sentence: 
 
Matthew 4:19. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
 
What does the Scripture say to me and how can I apply it to my life? 
What can I learn from God’s character in this verse?  

3. Lastly discipleship is also a call to fellowship with other believers.  
 
1 John 1:7. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 
 
When will we have fellowship with one another?  
What does it mean to walk in the light?  
 
This is our definition of discipleship: Discipleship is to be a devoted follower of Christ and to 
make other people devoted followers of Christ. Read and discuss the last verse. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:1. Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 
 
 

  OUT – (let’s apply what we have just learned): 
 
Application – Reflecting on today’s scripture discoveries, what convicts you? What do you 
feel the Holy Spirit is asking you to do?  
 
Take some time and commit to allow these truths to transform you. End off praying for lost 
people.  
 
15 February - Chicago plot cleanup. We are going to clean our plot in Chicago this Saturday. 
We will leave together at 8am from the church office parking lot. Bring a hat, hand gloves, a 
face mask, black rubbish bag, water and closed shoes. We will reach out to our neighbors 
after the cleanup. Why not join us for an hour or two?  
 
 

   HOME – (a family that wants you to grow): 
  

• Membership Training – 16 Feb Sunday evening from 17:30-20:30 at the church 
office. This training is for all those who believe that God is adding them to our 
spiritual family. This class will give you more insight in who we are, what we believe 
and how we like to do things.  
  

• Victory Training – 27-29 Feb. This course will help you to overcome all those things 
that wants to hold you back in life. Jesus came to set us free so that we can serve 
Him through that freedom.  


